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Netcong, NJ -    Exemplary Educator  

Netcong School District is pleased to announce Marlene Baccaro as a 2016 New Jersey Exemplary Elementary 

Educator. The goal of this program is to identify educators who are valued by their school and community and 

have exhibited strong knowledge and skills, as inspiring presence, and a clear vision for quality teaching and 

learning. After a rigorous selection process, Mrs. Baccaro has been chosen as a 2016 New Jersey Exemplary 

Elementary Educator.  

 

Annually, the New Jersey Department of Education invites administrators from each district to recommend 

educators for the Exemplary Elementary Educator Recognition Program. Candidates must demonstrate the 

criteria listed below: 

 Exceptional educational talent as evidenced by effective instructional practices and student learning 

results in the classroom and school final evaluation rating 

 Exemplary educational accomplishments beyond the classroom that provide models of excellence for 

the profession 

 Contributions to education that are largely unheralded, yet worthy of the spotlight 

 Engaging and inspiring presence that motivates and impacts students, colleagues, and the community 

 Strong, long-range potential for professional and policy leadership. 

 

Last school year, when Netcong School District was ready to nominate an educator, it was a unanimous 

decision among the administration and selected supporting staff members.  Dr. Gina Cinotti, Chief School 

Administrator, stated, “When I read the nomination program for this prestigious award, I immediately knew 

who we would nominate. This person not only exudes a talent for teaching and instructing learners, but she 

exudes a commitment, passion, and genuineness professionally and personally. She has a thirst for teaching 

mastery of the standards, while making learning fun. She is a role model to all.” 

 

Mrs. Baccaro is a veteran teacher at Netcong and was first employed here as an instructional aide. At any given 

time, an observer can enter her classroom and see project-based learning, 21st Century skills and high academic 

standards and rigor. She consistently is a “teacher facilitator” and progresses her lesson on student feedback. 

Students have fun learning and are eager to learn more. This established culture of learning stems from Mrs. 

Baccaro expecting all students to perform to the best of their ability. Her talent for teaching to the individual, 

rather than the whole, is exemplary. She challenges her students to achieve mastery in the New Jersey Student 

Learning Standards for their grade level and infuses additional standards of the next grade level into her 

instruction. In her enrichment activities, she provides learning centers to deepen students’ level of 

understanding of prior knowledge and skills. Ongoing assessments of student learning informs her instruction 

overall.  

 

Aside from her instructional practice, Mrs. Baccaro is proactive in furthering her professional development. 

This year she immediately infused a new phonics program into her lesson delivery. She quickly completed her 

training and took the initiative to use this new program to deliver her instruction. Additionally, she is a teacher 

leader for many of her colleagues. She is the “go-to” expert for being able to reach the most difficult students. 

With parents, she can deliver sensitive information to them and they are drawn to her level of honesty and 

compassion. From an administrative point of view, Mrs. Baccaro goes above and beyond her job description, 

because she loves her job, students, and school. Dr. Cinotti often says, “I wish I had 30 more teachers just like 
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her. My words cannot express the kind of commitment, passion, expertise, and overall professionalism Mrs. 

Baccaro exudes, but rather, I want to commend her for who she is both professionally and personally.” 

 

Upon receiving her award, Mrs. Baccaro stated, “I feel honored and privileged to be among such a remarkable 

and distinguished group of educators and staff at Netcong School.  I am truly grateful to Dr. Cinotti, Mrs. 

Walsh, and all those individuals who remind me how fortunate I am to work at a place with colleagues and 

students I care about, in a job that a love.  I share this recognition with all of them.” 

 

 
Pictured left to right: Mrs. Kate Walsh, Assistant Principal, Mrs. Marlene Baccaro,  

Dr. Gina Cinotti, Chief School Administrator 

 



 

    Mrs. Marlene Baccaro, 2016 New Jersey Exemplary Elementary Educator 

     

 

 
If you would like more information on this topic, or to schedule an interview with Dr. Cinotti, CSA, please call Mrs. Liz Juliano at 

973-347-0020, x220 or email at ljuliano@netcongschool.org. 
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